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While she herself did not evidence an appreciation of the theology or the biology of the body,

Professor Leslie Woodcock Tentler's Catholics and Contraception: An American History offered

fascinating insights into how Catholic moral teaching's connections between the sanctity of human

life, marriage/family, and social issues became so blatantly misperceived in the 20th century. While

the Church has always understood God's plan for human happiness to absolutely EXCLUDE

contraceptive use, many responsible for the care of souls seemed to choose to "forget" this.In

1930's Casti Connubii, Pope Pius XI confronted a growing tide of contraceptive acceptance with a

prophetic warning: "If any confessor or pastor of souls, which may God forbid, lead the faithful

entrusted to him into these errors or should at least confirm them by approval or by guilty silence, let

him be mindful of the fact that he must render a strict account to God, the Supreme Judge, for the

betrayal of his sacred trust." In 1935, 1938, and 1943, Thurston Scott Welton, MD, FACS - a

medical school professor of obstetrics and gynecology - gave no reason for confessors to be silent!
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